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How SMT Corp’s ARGUS Platform Efficiency and Accuracy for AS6171 Component Counterfeit Mitigation 
 
By Michael Schwarm, Chief Growth Officer, and Mark Carpenter Jr., Software Developer, SMT Corp 

INTRODUCTION 
 
SMT Corp’s ARGUS platform is an important tool for our engineers to protect the integrity of your electronic 
component supply chain in an increasingly automated and complex environment. Counterfeit components pose a 
significant financial, operational, and reputational risk.  SMT Corp’s ARGUS platform offers two key benefits:  

First, it improves customer support by significantly reducing lead times and ensuring faster delivery of results. 
Second, it minimizes the time spent compiling part graphics, data and test reports, allowing our technicians 
and engineers to focus on the more important work of analyzing component test data and results.  

 
This not only increases SMT Corps’ productivity, but also speeds up project turnaround times, leading to faster 
decision making and better outcomes for customers – further enhancing SMT Corps’ best in class counterfeit parts 
avoidance and detection capabilities. 
 
FROM DATA TO DECISIONS: HOW ARGUS ACCELERATES SMT CORP’S PROJECT TIMELINES 
 
How does ARGUS help SMT Corp maintain high product quality standards, reduce lead times, and ultimately increase 
customer confidence and satisfaction - key factors for long-term protection of the electronic components supply 
chain? 
The platform is designed to: 

1. Be flexible and efficient so that it can be set up either onsite or in the cloud, wherever is most convenient, and 
is easily accessible in the labs, where the tesTng takes place, so that the whole process runs smoothly and 
efficiently. 

2. Provide instant informaTon on resource availability and progress, helping the tesTng team stay organized and 
make the best use of Tme. 

3. Allow inspecTon staff to focus on capturing important data instead of dealing with technical issues. 
4. Have user interfaces tailored to the specific roles and responsibiliTes for example: 

a. Test Technicians: use a task-based interface that simplifies their workflow, focusing on Tme tracking 
and scienTfic data collecTon. This design allows them to stay focused on their core responsibiliTes 
without unnecessary distracTons. 

b. Senior Lab Technicians and Management: have access to a big-picture interface delivering a view of 
the enTre tesTng process. They have the ability to assign work, view process maps, and manage data 
collecTon protocols, enabling them to make informed decisions about resource allocaTon and tesTng 
prioriTes. 

c. Support Staff: manage criTcal backend funcTons, including support equipment maintenance, 
customer requirement tracking, inventory management, and high-level order details. This ensures 
seamless coordinaTon of all support funcTons across the lab. 

5. Provide flexible data collecTon covering: 
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a. VersaTle Data Handling: supports a wide range of data formats, from simple text to complex image 
arrays. 

b. Flexible Interfaces: for data collecTon and expanding data on the fly means that our tesTng processes 
can adapt quickly to new requirements. This agility accelerates project Tmelines. 

c. Consistency and Scalability: by refining requirement templates, tagged flowdowns, and Acceptable 
Quality Level (AQL) structures, to ensure that tesTng processes are consistent and repeatable.   

d. Enhanced Data CollecTon enables seamless integraTon with addiTonal workflows for further 
analysis.  This capability allows us to derive deeper insights from data, supporTng be`er decision-
making and driving conTnuous process improvement. 

e. Risk MiTgaTon: to ensure accurate and comprehensive data collecTon helps idenTfy potenTal issues 
early in the tesTng process, reducing the risk of product failures, recalls, and legal liabiliTes.   

6. Deliver programmaTc report generaTon using automated tools to generate reports based on predefined 
templates and data inputs, reducing the need for manual intervenTon and minimizing the risk of human error.    

It’s important to note that even though the report assembly process is more automated, the analysis and review 
process remains human based.  Research and analysis are regarded as SMT Corp’s core competencies.   SMT Corp 
doesn’t just run tests as defined by industry standards, like AS6171 – we leverage our 25 years of knowledge and 
training to provide the best counterfeit component mitigation services in the world.  

FLEXIBLE AND EFFICIENT: ENSURING A FUTURE-PROOF PLATFORM 

SMT Corp’s ARGUS pladorm, as visualized below, is engineered to be a future-proof pladorm, capable of adapTng to 
evolving requirements and technologies.  Its structured approach to data collecTon allows for conTnuous refinement 
of requirement templates, tagged flowdowns, and Acceptable Quality Level (AQL) structures. This ensures that our 
tesTng processes remain consistent, repeatable, and scalable, supporTng long-term business growth and operaTonal 
excellence. 
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Here’s how: 

1. Modular Architecture: ARGUS’s modular design allows for easy integraTon of new technologies and tools.  
This ensures that as new advancements emerge, they can be seamlessly incorporated into the pladorm 
without disrupTng exisTng processes. 

2. Scalable Data Management: The pladorm’s structured approach to data collecTon and management supports 
scalability.  This means it can handle increasing volumes of data and more complex data types as new 
technologies are adopted. 

3. ConTnuous Updates: SMT ARGUS is built to support conTnuous updates and improvements. This ensures 
that the pladorm remains up to date with the latest technological advancements and industry standards. 

4. Customizable Workflows: The pladorm allows for the customizaTon of workflows to accommodate new 
tesTng methods and technologies. This flexibility ensures that ARGUS can adapt to changing requirements 
and maintain efficiency. 

5. Future-Proof Design: By incorporaTng a future-proof design, ARGUS can evolve alongside technological 
advancements, maintaining its relevance and effecTveness over Tme. 

 
SMT CORP’S ARGUS: PIONEERING THE FUTURE OF COMPONET AUTHENTICATION 
 
In summary, SMT Corp ARGUS platform is a key pillar in the automation and digitalization of the critical analog flow 
within the AS6171 component authentication process.  This innovation is essential to meet the ever-evolving needs 
of our customers and ensure shorter and more predictable test lead times.  By utilizing ARGUS, we remain flexible 
and resilient in the fight against suspect and counterfeit components. 
With ARGUS, we are not only keeping pace with the industry, but setting new standards for efficiency, accuracy, and 
customer satisfaction.  With this platform, SMT Corp continues to deliver unparalleled quality and reliability, 
underscoring our commitment to excellence and supporting our customers with the highest level of quality and 
efficiency in the fight against counterfeit electronic parts. 
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About SMT, Corp 
 
SMT Corp is the industry leader for sourcing & authentication of DMSMS and hard-to-find electronics components, 
electrical testing services, and inventory management solutions.  SMT Corp is a highly accredited and recognized 
expert with full on-site sourcing (AS6081), authentication (AS6171), and electrical testing to mitigate the risk of 
counterfeit, cloned, altered and substandard products from entering the critical infrastructure supply chain. 
https://smtcorp.com/ 
 
About Certify Holdings  
 
Certify Holdings is a full lifecycle strategic partner for the defense and aerospace market, and other markets requiring 
high reliability electronic solutions.   Certify Holdings supports our customers through the early project design stage 
with design-in support leveraging a wide range of Hi-Rel and RF electronic modules and components, throughout 
production with sourcing and distribution services, and into obsolescence / end of life with sourcing and 
authentication of hard-to-find electronics.   Throughout the project lifecycle, Certify Holdings supports our customers 
with test solutions and services. https://certifyholdings.com/ 
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